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Between the changing of the leaves, the presence of pumpkin spice seemingly 
everywhere, and some occasional Christmas jingles, it’s clear that...Halloween is just 
around the corner. And, just like clockwork, our special holiday-themed spooky upload of 
macabre medals and numismatic nightmares is here, complete with a howling mix of 

twelve treats. 


Up first is a rather unusual, and quite large, medal from Hungary honoring an 


accomplished professor and brain surgeon upon his retirement, Dr. Lang Imre, with his 
bust featured on the obverse and a human skull, in dramatic incuse and offset with a light 


green nature, almost making it glow, upon the reverse... 
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Following it is an interesting cast silver medal from early 18th century Germany serving 
as a memento mori and featuring Father Time along with the Grim Reaper sneaking up 
from behind... 
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Not to be overlooked, there’s also that manus Dei emerging from the clouds and 
presenting a skull, if the point needs to be driven home that much more. 


Rather interestingly, this same obverse iconography was featured upon an engraving 
pertaining to the city of Freiburg as illustrated here... 
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Moving on to a very difficult and rare piece, we have this dazzling gilt silver medal from 
the French-dominated Kingdom of Holland from 1807, following a massive explosion in 
the port city of Leiden... 
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Displaying a female personification of the city kneeling before an altar and another 
representation of the Grim Reaper, this piece has an interesting masonic tie-in as well. A 
similar example just sold last month in Europe for €2,640, showing that the market for 
spooky exonumia isn’t just manned by a skeleton crew. 
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Changing over to some cheekier examples, we have this rather macabre white metal 
English medal from 1795 expressing the sentiment that those who wished to no longer 
live under a monarch should not let the door hit them on the way out... 
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The severed heads strung on a rope on the reverse add a particular touch to the overall 
meaning, with some blood even dripping from said heads. 


Meanwhile, speaking of dripping, this French medal from the revolutionary period of 1848 

drips with satire. Given the expanding of liberties not just to the common man, but to the 

common woman, it’s not surprising that at least a few men decided that this extension of 
rights to women was the work of the devil... 
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Lastly, it wouldn’t be Halloween without one of the popular Blumenback “3 skulls” medals. 
Rather appropriately, we have this glossy specimen with a great deal of eye appeal... 
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We'll be back again at the beginning of November with another mix of 12 medals. In the 
meantime, you can find all of this upload’s new items by clicking here 
(https://shoutout.wix.com/so/feOFr_PA-/c? 
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MS02MzIINWQyMDRiMTAILCJtljoibWFpbF9scClsImMiOiJkOTINZDI4My1mODhmLTQw 
NjYtY TBmMNSOWMGRIOWU3YTg2MWMifQ) or on the banner art below... 
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You are receiving this message because you have expressed an interest in our material or have 


purchased from us in the past. 
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